University of Montana

ScholarWorks at University of Montana
University of Montana News Releases, 1928,
1956-present

University Relations

4-6-2004

Noted author featured at UM friends of library banquet
University of Montana--Missoula. Office of University Relations

Follow this and additional works at: https://scholarworks.umt.edu/newsreleases

Let us know how access to this document benefits you.
Recommended Citation
University of Montana--Missoula. Office of University Relations, "Noted author featured at UM friends of
library banquet" (2004). University of Montana News Releases, 1928, 1956-present. 18689.
https://scholarworks.umt.edu/newsreleases/18689

This News Article is brought to you for free and open access by the University Relations at ScholarWorks at
University of Montana. It has been accepted for inclusion in University of Montana News Releases, 1928,
1956-present by an authorized administrator of ScholarWorks at University of Montana. For more information,
please contact scholarworks@mso.umt.edu.

i The University of

f Montana
U N IV ER SITY R ELA TIO N S • M ISSO U LA , M T 59812

• 4 0 6 -2 4 3 -2 5 2 2

• FAX: 4 0 6 -2 4 3 -4 5 2 0

April 6, 2004
Contact: UM Mansfield Library, (406) 243-6800.
NOTED AUTHOR FEATURED AT UM FRIENDS OF LIBRARY BANQUET
MISSOULA —
Novelist James Lee Burke will receive this y ear’s H.G. Merriam Award for
accomplished writers during the Friends of the Mansfield Library 41st Annual Spring Banquet
on Wednesday, April 14.
The annual banquet and library fund-raiser will feature a social at 6 p.m. and a 7 p.m.
dinner at Missoula’s Holiday Inn Parkside. Tickets cost $30 until April 9 and $35 thereafter
and at the door. Reserved tables for 10 are only $250 if purchased by April 9. Call the library
at (406) 243-6800 to reserve seats.
This year’s event will feature a lecture by Burke, a prize raffle that includes one of the
library’s refurbished antique desks and presentation of several library scholarships. Sheila
Stearns, Montana commissioner of higher education, will participate this year as well.
“Last year we had more than 225 people attend the banquet, and the board envisions an
even greater turnout this year,” said Dean of Library Services Frank D ’Andraia. “The increase
in attendance underscores the growing interest and support by the Friends in the collections
and services of the Maureen and Mike Mansfield L ibrary.”
Burke, who divides his time between Missoula and New Iberia, La., has published 21
novels and one collection of short stories. His stories have appeared in “Atlantic Monthly” and
“Best American Short Stories,” and two of his novels — “Heaven’s Prisoners” and “Two for
Texas” - were adapted as motion pictures. Another of his books, “The Lost Get-back
Boogie,” received more than 100 editorial rejections before finally being published and
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nominated for a Pulitzer Prize.
Raffle tickets for the event cost $5 or three for $10. Prizes include one of the library’s
circa 1930 solid-oak study desks, a selection of autographed Burke novels, and other books
authored by previous H.G. Merriam awardees Ivan Doig, Deirdre McNamer and James
Welch.
“The historical desks in the raffle have been in service for 75 years, seven days a
week,” D ’Andraia said. “W e’ve had them repaired and restored to their original glory. We
have either a single or tandem desk for people to w in.”
The largest monetary award presented at the banquet each year is the Susan Koch
Library Research Scholarship, which recognizes outstanding research by a UM student using
library resources.
The 2004 recipient is Ian Smith, a history graduate student, who beat out eight other
applicants. Smith wrote a paper titled “A Case Study in Assimilation, Allotment and Fee
Patenting on the Flathead Indian Reservation, 1895-1920.” The Koch scholarship winner
traditionally has received $3,000.
FitzGerald Scholarships also will be presented to UM student employees who work at
the library. In addition, attendees will learn the winner of the annual Book Collection Contest,
in which students write essays about their book collections or about what types of books they
would like to collect.
For more information, call the Mansfield Library at (406) 243-6800.
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